
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, ERMINE ESTATE, LIhaC114  

The parish of St. iLlin the Baptist consists almost entirely 
of a post-war housing estate on the northern boundary of Lincoln 
city. The estate contains some 10,000 population and was 
designed by the City Architect and Planning departments. 	Sites 
have been provided within the estate for churches for various 
denominations, pubs, etc. which have bten designed by a variety 
of architects. 

In 1)56 a combined church hall was built for the Church of 
England. 	It has, however, been felt that this does not provide 
a satisfactory environment for sacred occasions and the proposed 
church is therefore to be built on a site alongside the church 
hall and the vicarage. 

The design has been the result of a continuous discussion 
between the architect, the vicar and the parishioners - a 
questionnaire on the function of the church was circulated to the 
parishioners. 

A model of the preliminary design was made to assist 
discussion with the parochial church council and as a result of 
their comments and observations the design has been modified and 
a further model prepared of the final design. 

The basic principle of the design is that the congregation 
shall be gathered around the altar and sanctuary area and shall 
have a clear view of everything that is done there, the space 
being unobstructed by columns and the floor being given a gentle 
slope. 

The seating is in fixed pews, the choir occupying the front 
pews on the north side, adjoining the console of the electric 
organ. 

The font is placed in the centre of the church and at the 
lowest point of the floor. The pulpit is to the north east 
of the altar and in clear view of the whole congregation. 

There are fairly generous aisles down the centre and round. 
the edge of the building to allow for processions and for over-
flow seating for festival occasions. 

The Bishop's chair is to be plaaed on the east wall, facing 
the altar. 

Ancillary accommodAtion includes an entrance porch with 
space for display material, coats and hats, etc., priests' and 
choir vestries with lavatories and a small chapel seating 
approximately thirty for weekday services and private prayer. 

The construction of the building consists of a concrete 
floor, 3" thick reinforced concrete shell and external walls in 
two skins of hollow clay blocks rendered internally and externally, 
with patent glazing over. 	At the east end the patent glazing 
will be filled with coloured glass to a design prepared by Keith 
New, the remainder of the glazing being Georgian wired cast glass. 



The roof covering is in aluminium and the internal 
finish of the shell will be the permanent timber formwork which 
will be left in position. 

The roof over the ancillary buildings consists of joists 
at 2 • 0"centres with Stramit. There are no windows to the 
ancillary buildings, the lighting being from above. 

The plan of the church is a regular hexagon and the 
generators of the shell are parallel to the north and south edges. 
This give generators which are at 12d0 , rather than the more 
normal 9CJ , and results in a greater curvature on the north-south 
axis compaJed with the east-west axis. 

Box steel columns at as window nullions; on the north 
and south elevations they are also structural, supporting the 
roof. 

Rainwater is discharged into pools at the north and 
south. 

The belfry is in precast reinforced concrete and will 
incorporate horizontal slats to protect the bells against the 
weather (not shown in tbe model). 

Dr. K.Hajnal-Konyi, M.Inst.C.E., M.I.Struct.E., 
M.Cons .E. is the consulting engineer and has 

contributed to the design from the initial conception. 

The quantity surveyor is Mr. E. Cuckson, of K.H. Bole, 
F.R.I.C.S. 

The cost of the building, including fees, etc. is 
£35,000. Funds have been collected to make an immediate start 
on the church, but further funds are urgently required to complete 
the building. 	Donations should be semi; to the Vicar: 

The Rev.John iiodgkinson, W.A., 
St.John's Vicarage, 
Ermine, Lincoln. 

Clarke Hall,Scorer and Bright,FARIBA., 
Stonebow, 
Lincoln. 

H3S/1M 
5th March 1962. 
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